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“Parents should realize that drug manufacturers are out
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there for profit,” said attorney Browne Greene, left, with of her daughter Sabrina, and attorney Geoffrey Wells.

Blind Child Sues

[aker of Drug

Johnson & Johnson Didn’t Provide Warning of Reaction

By Blair Clarksen
Daily Journal Staif Writer

In the latest blow to the pharmaceuti-
cal industry, a 7-year-old girl sued
Johnson & Johnson on Tuesday, saying
she was struck blind after taking
Children’s Motrin.

The lawsuit, filed in the Los Angeles
Superior Court’s Compton courthouse,
alleges that the drug giant and its sub-
sidiary, McNeil Consumer & Specialty
Pharmaceuticals, failed to warn parents
about a link between the painkiller and
Stevens-Johnson syndrome, a serious

skin reaction that can lead to blindness -

and death. .
The prescription form of the drug con-
tained the warning, but it was dropped

when the FDA authorized over-the-
counter sales of the medication, the suit
alleged. Johnson v Johnson & Johnson,
TC018540 (L.A. Super. Ct., filed Dec. 28,
2004).

“The purpose of this case is not just a
financial recovery. but to send out a
warning to millions of people who don’t
know about this, who aren't going to get
any warning from the manufacturer or
from the FDA,” said prominent plaintiffs’
attorney Browne Greene of Santa
Monica’s Greene Broillet Panish &
Wheeler.

Greene and partner Geoffrey Wells
represent the family of Sabrina Brierton
Johnson against the drug companies and
several other firms, including retailers

Ralphs Grocery and Sav-On Drug Store.
A representative for Johnson &

Johnson deferred comment to McNeil,

the subsidiary that produces the drug.

“McNeil is aware of a situation involv-
ing a 7year-old girl who has been diag-
nosed allegedly after taking Children’s
Motrin,” said Bonnie Jacobs, vice presi-
dent of communications. “As the makers
of Children’s Motrin, we are deeply con-
cerned about all matters concerning our
products, and we are investigating the
situation.”

Jacobs declined to comment on the
differences between the over-the-count-
er and prescription warning labels for
Children’s Motrin.
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